





















































Troop B Names Kelly Honorary Trooper

By Cpl. Justin S. Dunn (B)

On December 14, 2021, Captain Erik
A. Gottman, commanding officer of Troop
B, presented Linn County resident Levi
Kelly with a Missouri State Highway Patrol
Honorary Trooper Certificate at Troop B
Headquarters, in Macon.

On September 18, 2020, at approxi-
mately 11:55 a.m., Ms. Stephanie A Bres-
san, of Springfield, IL, was involved in a
traffic crash on U.S. Highway 36 at the
Chariton River in Macon County. Ms. Bres-
san was traveling westbound in her 2006
Hyundai Santa Fe when she fell asleep
while driving. The vehicle traveled off the
south side of the road, struck some large
rocks, and went airborne. The vehicle
landed in the Chariton River and became
partially submerged.

Ms. Bressan stated she could not get
her door open but was able to open the
window as her vehicle started to sink. She
was attempting to get out of the vehicle as

it slowly sank.
She shared
with me she
was petrified
of water she
could not see
through and
thought she
was in trouble.
She stated she
saw a man,
later identified
as Mr. Levi Kel-
ly, on the bank
of the river. Ms.
Bressan said Mr. Kelly swam to her vehicle
and was able to lift her out through the win-
dow before her vehicle became completely
submerged. Mr. Kelly kept her calm and
assisted her as they swam to the riverbank.
His quick action was instrumental in saving
Ms. Bressan’s life.

The Patrol presents the Honorary
Trooper Certificate to citizens who perform

Pictured are (1 to r) Capt. Eric Gottman (B), Mr. Bo Bressan (Ms.
Bressan’s son), Ms. Stephanie Bressan, Mr. Levi Kelly, MVI Sprv. Mike
Kelly (Levi’s father), and Ms. Shelly Huffmon (Levi’s mother).

in an exemplary manner and under dan-
gerous conditions to aid another. It is also
presented when a citizen assists a member
in the performance of their duties. A troop-
er nominates someone for this award.

Thank you, Mr. Kelly, for taking action
in a dangerous situation to assist a person
in need.

Thank you so much for your
department’s generous donation of
3,870 pounds of food for our pantry. It
was very kind and thoughtful of your
department to conduct a holiday food
drive. Your donation will be so helpful
in allowing us to have food available
for those in need during the holiday
season. God bless you for your caring
hearts and have a wonderful Christ-
mas season and a New Year full of
health, laughter, and love!

For Him,

Marilyn DeFeo

Volunteer Executive Director

Samaritan Center

The 505th School of Police Staff
and Command was made possible
through the efforts of several individu-
als. Northwestern University Center
for Public Safety recognizes and
thanks Colonel Eric T. Olson, Captain

o

Joseph Armistead, and the men and
women of the Missouri State Highway
Patrol for their hospitality and assis-
tance offered to SPSC class #505. We
thank you for your tireless efforts.

I just wanted to say thank you to
the Patrol family and express my heart-
felt appreciation for all who sent cards
and condolences on Richard’s passing.
I miss you all, and it warmed my heart
to hear from you! I received many won-
derful messages of comfort and each
one was truly appreciated. Thank you.

God Bless and Merry Christmas!

Ret. Fis. & Bud. Analyst III Jan

Amsinger

On behalf of our entire family, I
would like to thank everyone who was

at the service, sent cards, texted, and
called with their heartfelt condolences
after the death of my dad, retired Ser-
geant L.D. “Jeff” Jefferson Sr. I am so
blessed to have had such a role model
in my life and to have been given the
opportunity and privilege of sharing
badge #159 with Dad (a combined to-
tal of 66 years). Please know that your
kindness, thoughts, and prayers were
a great comfort to us.

God bless and be safe,

Ret. Sgt. L.D. “Denney” Jefferson

We would like to express our
appreciation to our Missouri State
Highway Patrol family for the prayers,
calls, cards, and other expressions
of sympathy upon the recent death
of Edward E. Dingman (retired 195),
husband and father. He was proud of
his years of service with MSHP. The
honor guard from Troop D provided
the final bit of recognition, a particular
formality that was always of impor-
tance to him.

Judy Dingman

Leslie Dingman James and family

Evric E. Dingman and family
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Tpr. Costley Prevents Serious Crime

By Sgt. Michael P McClure (D)

Trooper Zachary T. Costley (D) ac-
cepted the Department of Public Safety
Sworn Team Member of the Month
award at a presentation December 28,
2021, at Troop D Headquarters. Tpr.
Costley was recognized for his inves-
tigative work subsequent to a vehicle
stop which thwarted a possible kidnap-
ping.

On August 8, 2021, Tpr. Costley
was on duty patrolling U.S. Highway 65
in Taney County when he observed a
vehicle with expired registration. While
conducting the traffic stop, the driver
refused to identify himself and Tpr.
Costley called for backup. Two officers
arrived at the scene and Tpr. Costley
advised the driver he was under arrest.
The driver resisted, requiring all three
officers to secure the man in handcuffs
after a brief struggle. A search of the
man’s pockets revealed a list of items
that raised Tpr. Costley’s suspicions.
The items included duct tape, zip ties, a
bat, and a stun gun. Tpr. Costley applied
for a search warrant, and after receiving
one, searched the vehicle locating some
of the listed items in the vehicle. He
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(1 to r) Major Greg Smith (Q/FOB), DPS Director Sandra Karsten, Tpr. Zachary Costley
(D), Col. Eric Olson, and Capt. Justin McCullough (D) pause for a photo after the award

ceremony.

also applied for a search warrant for the
driver’s cell phone and learned the man
and his wife were allegedly conspiring
to kidnap their children from a foster
home. Home security camera footage
from the foster home recorded the man
recently casing the home. Tpr. Costley’s
vigilance and attention to certain crimi-
nal behaviors augmented with his im-
mediate action most likely prevented a
serious violent crime from happening.

Missouri Department of Public
Safety Director Sandra K. Karsten pre-
sented the award to Tpr. Costley.

Colonel Eric T. Olson also congrat-
ulated Tpr. Costley on his award and
said, “This is an excellent example of
the impact we have.” He also said offi-
cers should recognize and follow their
instincts during a traffic stop, even
when the situation seems as simple as
a registration violation.

Congratulations Trooper Costley!



